
Amos 5:18-24 (ESV)  
18 Woe to you who desire the day of 
the LORD!  Why would you have the 
day of the LORD? It is darkness, and 
not light,19  as if a man fled from a 
lion, and a bear met him, or went into 
the house and leaned his hand 
against the wall, and a serpent bit 
him. 20 Is not the day of the LORD 
darkness, and not light, and gloom 
with no brightness in it? 21 “I hate, I 
despise your feasts, and I take no 
delight in your solemn assemblies. 
22 Even though you offer me your 
burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
I will not accept them; and the peace 
offerings of your fattened animals, 
I will not look upon them. 23 Take 
away from me the noise of your 
songs; to the melody of your harps I 
will not listen. 24 But let justice roll 
down like waters, and righteousness 
like an ever-flowing stream. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (ESV) 
13 But we do not want you to be 
uninformed, brothers, about those 
who are asleep, that you may not 
grieve as others do who have no 
hope. 14 For since we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with 
him those who have fallen asleep. 
15 For this we declare to you by a 
word from the Lord, that we who are 
alive, who are left until the coming of 
the Lord, will not precede those who 
have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord 
himself will descend from heaven with 
a cry of command, with the voice of 
an archangel, and with the sound of 
the trumpet of God. And the dead in 

Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who 
are alive, who are left, will be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air, and so we 
will always be with the Lord. 
18 Therefore encourage one another 
with these words. 
 
Matthew 25:1-13 (ESV) 
25 “Then the kingdom of heaven will 
be like ten virgins who took their 
lamps and went to meet the 
bridegroom. 2 Five of them were 
foolish, and five were wise. 3 For 
when the foolish took their lamps, 
they took no oil with them, 4 but the 
wise took flasks of oil with their 
lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was 
delayed, they all became drowsy and 
slept. 6 But at midnight there was a 
cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come 
out to meet him.’ 7 Then all those 
virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 
8 And the foolish said to the wise, 
‘Give us some of your oil, for our 
lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise 
answered, saying, ‘Since there will 
not be enough for us and for you, go 
rather to the dealers and buy for 
yourselves.’ 10 And while they were 
going to buy, the bridegroom came, 
and those who were ready went in 
with him to the marriage feast, and 
the door was shut. 11 Afterward the 
other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, 
lord, open to us.’ 12 But he answered, 
‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know 
you.’ 13 Watch therefore, for you know 
neither the day nor the hour. 
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In the Name of Jesus    
 
Theme of the Day ~  The Gospel Prepares Us for Our Heavenly Bridegroom’s 
Coming.  The Day of the Lord is “darkness, and not light” (Amos 5:18, 20) for all 
who trust in their own righteousness and piety. The Lord will not accept their 
“burnt offerings and grain offerings,” nor will He look upon their “peace offerings” 
(Amos 5:22). Instead, He desires a heart of faith that trusts in Him, which lets 
“justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream” 
(Amos 5:24) in love for the neighbor. In order for the “lamps” of our lives to burn 
brightly with such love, we must be filled with the “oil” of forgiveness through faith 
in our Bridegroom, Jesus Christ (Matt. 25:1–4). Therefore, as we await His 
coming, wisdom directs us “to the dealers” (Matt. 25:9), that is, to the ministers of 
His Gospel. Thus we wait upon the Lord, and we “encourage one another with 
these words” (1 Thess. 4:18). Waking or sleeping, we are prepared to meet Him 
when He comes “with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and 
with the sound of the trumpet of God,” and “we will always be with the Lord” (1 
Thess. 4:16, 17). 

 
ORDER OF SERVICE Service of Prayer and Preaching p. 260 

OPENING “For Me to Live is Jesus” 742 vv. 1,3,6 

SERMON HYMN “Shine, Jesus, Shine” see screens 

Lord the light of Your love is shining,  
In the midst of the darkness shining; 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us,  
Set us free by the truth You now bring us;  
Shine on me. Shine on me.  
Refrain:  
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory;  
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.  
Flow, river flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy; 
Send forth Your word, Lord and let there be light.  
 
Lord, I come to Your awesome presence,  
From the shadows into Your radiance; 
By the blood I may enter Your brightness;  
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness;  
Shine on me. Shine on me. Refrain 

http://www.zionhemlock.org/


 
As we gaze on your kingly brightness, 
So our faces display your likeness,  
ever changing from glory to glory. 
Mirrored here, may our lives tell your story. 
Shine on me, shine on me. Refrain  

SERMON “Ready, or Not” Amos 5; 1 Thessalonians 4; Matthew 5 

CLOSING HYMN “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise” 917 v. 1, 4 
 
Pastor  Paul Hauser       
Organist    Tami Mosher 
A/V Sierra Yell     
Ushers      Dick Bluemer & Bruce Tessin 
Elder/Reader  Larry Feusse     
Altar Guild Millie Parker & Darlene Keel 

 

Our Measure of Love and Gifts 
Attendance last week – 47 Needed for The Lord’s Work at Zion $4,128 ~ 
Received for the Lord’s Work $5,946; Capital Prj. $270; God’s Helping Hands 
$250. Resources for Rachel $655. 

 
Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday:  Nov 8- Jeremiah 
Dietrich, Bonnie Wietfeldt; Nov 9- Jessica Coulter, Joel Hutfilz; Nov 10- Michelle 
Beyersdorf, Bob Burdick, Nov 11- Tina Osmond; Nov 13- Judy Hingston, Joyce 
Little, Janice Hingston. 
 
Today’s Memory Verse ~ “This… is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in 
heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as 
we also forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
the evil one.’” Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Thanksgiving Eve service will be held Wednesday, November 25 at 7:00 pm. 
Please note there will be no service on Thanksgiving Day.  
 
Christmas Decorating will begin at 2:00 pm on Friday, November 27, 2020. 
Everyone welcome to come and help put the Christmas tree up. 
 


